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LI N
COLN -- The student section of Menorial Stadiumisn't the only place on canpu
s that students pack into.

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln freshman class has grown by 962 students ove
r the last four years.

Cam

pus administrators say that increase has led to a shortage of classroom space,
over burdened sone faculty nem

bers who nmust teach nore classes and created overcrowded residence halls.

Chancel -

| or Harvey Perlnman said the university has created nore sections of sone freshm
an-

and sophonore-| evel courses to accomopdate the influx of students. In turn, so
me professors nust teach nore frequently during the week.

In fall 2005, for exanple, there were 1,648 students enrolled in 74 sections of
the basic freshman English class. This fall, that number has increased to 1,81
7 students and 83 sections.

"W have faculty nem
bers instructing the sane courses too many tinmes a week, and that's not an effi
cient way of teaching," Perlnman said.

This fall, UNL hired four parttime teaching assistants to instruct the freshnman
course and ot her areas of English, if necessary. The university hopes to hire
two full-tine English faculty nmenbers by next fall.
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VWil e the classroom space crunch isn't a dire situation at this point, Perlman
said, the university wants to plan for the future and possibly build a new I ect
ure hall to teach large groups of students.

A consul tant | ooked at classroom space a year ago and suggested that UNL constr
uct a 400-seat classroom two 300-seat classroons and four 100-seat classroons.

Cur -
rently, two-thirds of UNL's cl assroons seat 50 people or less. The largest |ect
ure
roomis a 262-seater in Henzlik Hall, which typically is used for freshman bi ol
ogy.

A new hall with lecture classroons |arger than what's currently on canpus is on
UNL's wish list, but "we don't have the nmoney to build such a building,” Perlm
an said.

The university is spending $14 mllion to nove the Nebraska State

Fair to Grand Island and even nore noney to create a research park at State
Fair Park. The research park buildings won't create any cl assroom space, UNL of
ficials said.

While a big lecture
hall could alleviate the need for multiple sections of a class, sone students s
ay it might be harder for themto learn in a |larger setting.

"I learn a lot fromdiscussions, and in a classroomw th 200 to 300 students, y
ou don't get rmuch of that," said Kay Norgard, a sophonore from Wsner, Neb

Norgard, 20, takes a sociology course in a 250-seat |ecture

room The professor, she said, quickly spills out course information as student
s frantically scribble notes. She often can't conprehend what the professor is
sayi ng.

"In a class like that, | feel it's not so nmuch of maki ng everyone understand fu
Ily, but just putting out a lot of broad stuff to a ot of people,” said Norgar
d, who is mgjoring in comunications.

But Norgard | oves her other sociology class -- it has only 20 students. Stude
nts read several news reports, then discuss them
WIIi-

am Nunez, institutional research and planning director, said UNL's student body
is growing faster than nost university offi-

cials expected. Aggressive out-of-state recruiting has resulted in larger fresh
man cl asses and nore graduate students, university officials have said.

Next fall, Nunez projects overall enrollment to reach 24,100, up from23,573 th
is fall. The largest enrollnent was 25,075 in 1982, the last freshman cl ass of
baby booners.

A 550-student, $40.5 nmillion residence hall set to open in 2010 should elim nat
e the need for nore on-canpus housi ng.

Doug Zatechka, UNL's housing director, said dormspace is linited for two reaso
ns: the influx of freshnen and a hi gher nunber of upperclassnen staying on canp
us.
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After a freshman year of living on canpus, students usually nmove off canpus, in
to fraternity or sorority houses or with a nearby famly menber, which frees up
room for next year's incom ng class.

That trend has dim nished over the past five years, Zatechka said, because apar
t ment -

i ke housing such as the Courtyards and the Village have attracted sophonores,
juniors and seniors.

In 2003, UNL had 2,008 upperclassnmen returning to canpus housi ng. That nunber i
ncreased to 2,450 this fall.

The five-story residence hall at 17th and R Streets will open July 2010, and of
ficials think it will fill quickly.

G v-

en the rate of enrollment growh, Perlman said he's unsure if the university w
Il need another residence hall in coning years.

"W don't have any plans at this point to build another residence hall," he sa

d, "but you never know. "

Incom ng UNL freshnen

1997: 3200
2004: 3238
2008: 4200

What's goi ng on el sewhere
Freshman students, by year. Nunbers are for fall senester

Uni versity of |owa

2004: 4,083

2005: 4,017

2006: 4, 289

2007: 4, 287

2008: 4, 246

lowa State University
2004: 3,729

2005: 3,769

2006: 3,983

2007: 4, 347

2008: 4,546

Uni versity of Nebraska at Kearney
2004: 1,098

2005: 1, 027

2006: 957

2007: 948

2008: 1,045
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Uni versity of Kansas
2004: 4, 269

2005: 4, 201

2006: 4, 153

2007: 4,084

2008: N. A

Kansas State University
2004: 3, 466

2005: 3,474

2006: 3,385

2007: 3,526

2008: N. A
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